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Mitch Foster 
bidden-eyed man mutters 
of "double jack and a nine" 
gently through the comer ofhis mouth 
he held trump with secrets 
ofPearl Harbor 
he bid "four" while not tellin me 
about the first car. the 
first TV 
he moved silent and taU 
as the most global and political 
year of my life passed by 
he ate cake 
he had the most points 
of the evening 
he might not have known it 
subtle deep set pools of wisdom 
perfect wrinkles 
and an earth. a time. a space 
I never knew 
said 
"50-long. it's nice to know you." 
32.amaranthus 
Soon Lee Hotaling Disaj 
"I can't believe my parents lied 
] stared at my best friend. Ma.ri 
She collapsed beside me on ow 
adopted?" she laughed. "You look 1 
"!i-how did you find out? Did 1 
"That's the funny thing. I was I 
came across these papers. I opened 
seeing." She sounded exasperated. I 
told me!" 
] hesitated. knowing it soundee 
family. ItMaybe they were afraid." 
"I can't understand their fright 
with each other." She turned to sw 
jet black hair. "They always talked. 
covered her face and said. Itl will nc 
that." 
I stared at her for a long time b 
my shoulder. 
"I h-hate them. II 
A voice interrupted my train oj 
voice as the radio announcer blared 
are you thinking about? You've bee 
Itl was. all, thinking about how 
stared out the passenger window as 
through Pennsylvania. 
"Have I changed?" she mused. 
about my relationship with my pall 
I laughed halfheanily. "What. 
"You know what I mean. II 
"What diff'erence does twelve) 
to questions that have no answers," 
some answers to your questions fro 
will be wondering for the rest of m: 
We sat in silence as Bene Mid 
sighed and turned to Maria. "Look, 
my life has been any easier. even t1 
day one. I hated being stared at. an 
"Will you always?" 
ItWe all hate to be stared at." I 
want you to get your hopes up too I 
